NEVADA COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

CORONER’S DIRECTIVE
34
Effective Date 11/06/00

SUBJECT

INFANT AND CHILD DEATHS

POLICY

It is the policy of the Sheriff-Coroner to thoroughly investigate all
infant and child deaths.

PURPOSE

To provide guidelines for the deputy coroners to follow in handling
infant and child deaths

CODE REFERENCE
CASE LAW
DEFINITIONS

Infant Deaths: Pertains to those deaths not considered SUIDS
and not a natural expected death. Infant deaths range from birth
to 16 months. Child deaths range from 16 months to 18 years.

PROCEDURE
A.

B.

General
1.

The deputy coroner will first determine if death was expected (cancer
patient, cystic fibrosis, or other natural death (childhood diseases). If this
is the case and a doctor has been contacted and will sign the death
certificate, no further investigation is required.

2.

If it is obvious that the infant/child died in a car accident or other injury
accident that has been witnessed by a third party, it is necessary to take
a long form Coroner’s Report, but not necessary to call out the
Investigations Unit.

Infant Deaths
1.

If the deputy coroner responds to a coroner’s case call and is uncertain
as to what has occurred, he/she should immediately contact the shift
sergeant and chief deputy coroner, and advise them of the
circumstances.

2.

The shift sergeant or chief deputy coroner will determine if it is necessary
to call in an investigator.

3.

If an investigator from the Investigations Unit responds and the infant is
under 16 months of age with no apparent injury, the SUIDS protocol will
be followed.
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C.

4.

If child abuse is suspected, refer to Coroner’s Directive 21 on “Child
Abuse.”

5.

If a death occurs where it has not been witnessed by a third party (such
as a hot tub or swimming pool drowning, a fall down the stairs or off a
deck), the Investigations Unit must be contacted.

Child Deaths
1.

Child deaths are to be handled the same as infant deaths, except the
SUIDS protocol will not be followed.

2.

There will be instances in older youths in which drug overdose might be
suspected. It is not necessary to contact the Investigations Unit if this is
the case, but the on-duty sergeant should be contacted and advised of
the circumstances. The sergeant will determine whether or not to call the
Narcotics Unit, or to have patrol investigate further.

3.

There are natural deaths occurring in this age range, unexpected, but
natural. We have had cases of meningitis and sepsis. These cases
need not be reported to the Investigations Unit.
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