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SUBJECT

RESIDENTIAL CARE AND CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL
FACILITIES

POLICY

Deputy coroners shall complete objective and thorough
investigations of deaths occurring in residential care and
convalescent hospital facilities.

PURPOSE

To provide the deputy coroner with general guidelines in the
handling of deaths within the residential care facility and
convalescent hospital facilities.

CODE REFERENCE
CASE LAW
DEFINITIONS
PROCEDURE
A.

Convalescent Hospital Facilities
1. Convalescent hospitals have a 24 hour per day skilled nursing program.
They care for ambulatory patients, the wheelchair confined, as well as bed
patients, and many of their patients are suffering from terminal illness. It
should be noted some of these facilities permit waivers, signed by the
patient or family, e.g., side rails on the bed, or wheelchair patients. Other
facilities follow physician orders only and do not permit waivers.
2. Suspicious or Unusual Circumstances Surrounding a Death in a
Convalescent Hospital
Pay attention to the medical charts. If for any reason patients in these
facilities are transferred to an acute nursing hospital, they are discharged
at the time of transfer and readmitted after returning to the facility at which
time a new chart is started.
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a. Why was the patient sent to an acute hospital?
b. Did an accident, such as a fall or suspected fracture, occur which
required x-rays and possible surgery?
c. If there was a fall, where was the patient at the time? Time and date of
fall?
d. Check doctors’ orders and any waivers permitted at this facility.
e. Check nurses’ notes for charting of the accident. Was the patient
ambulatory? Was the accident witnessed? Was the floor wet, et
cetera? Prior to the fall, were rails required on the bed? Was the patient
usually in restraints?
f. Check medications, amount, and time dispensed. By whom? Are
medications kept locked up?
3. Examine the body carefully for bruising and any signs of trauma bearing
in mind that elderly people frequently have areas of ecchymosis and
purpura, and if they have been inactive, decubitus ulcers may be present.
4. While conducting the investigation, the condition of the facility should be
noted regarding cleanliness and its general appearance as well as the
condition of the room, bedding, and especially the body. The body should
be checked for cleanliness, appearance, and decubitus.
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