GENERAL ORDER
67
Effective Date 10/18/16

NEVADA COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

SUBJECT
-

U-Visa requests-Victims of Crime: Nonimmigrant status

POLICY

It is the policy of the Nevada County Sheriff’s Office to comply
with Penal Code § 679.10 for U-Visa requests received by
this Office.

PURPOSE

To create a uniform policy governing the processing of U-Visa
requests received by and under the jurisdiction of the Sheriff’s
Office.

CODE REFERENCE

California Penal Code §679.10
California Government Code §9795

CASE LAW
DEFINITIONS

The U-Visa is a form of witness protection. It is a nonimmigrant, temporary visa, which allows a victim who has
suffered substantial physical or mental abuse from certain
crimes (specified in federal law), and who provides
information that has, is, or will assist law enforcement in the
investigation or prosecution of the crimes, to remain in the
United States for up to 4 years. An immigrant granted a UVisa will subsequently be given legal status to live and work
in the United States.

PROCEDURE
A.

U-Visa requests are required to be made in writing to the original
investigating agency using the (USCIS Form I-918 (B)). Calls received by
the communications or records division shall be forwarded to the original
investigating agency. Requests that fall under the jurisdiction of the
Sheriff shall be directed to the department website for further information
and links to the proper forms.

B.

Upon receipt of a written U-visa request (USCIS Form I-918(B)), it shall be
forwarded to the Operations Captain for review or referral to the
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appropriate jurisdiction. If the case is determined to be a sheriff’s office
case:
1. Per PC §679.10 the Operations Captain shall certify the victim’s
helpfulness on Form I-918(B) within ninety (90) days. If the victim is in
removal proceedings then it must be certified within fourteen (14) days
of the date of request.
2. The victim must be:
a. A victim of a qualifying criminal activity and has been helpful
b. Is being helpful
c. Is likely to be helpful to the detection or investigation or
prosecution of that qualifying criminal activity.
C.

The Operations Captain shall maintain statistics regarding:
1. The number of victims that requested Form I-918 Form B certifications
from the department
2. The number of those certification forms that were signed
3. The number that were denied

D.

The Nevada County Sheriff’s Office shall submit a report each year
pursuant to Section 9795 of the Government Code. This code states that
a printed copy of the report shall be sent to the Secretary of the Senate,
as an electronic copy to the Chief Clerk of the Assembly, and as an
electronic or printed copy to the Legislative counsel. Each report shall
include a summary of its contents, not to exceed one page in length.
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