
WATER 

Utility Coverage Requirements 
Private underground water, gas, sewer and electrical utilities have different re-
quirements for material, depth, tracer wire and warning tape based on the con-
duit/pipe type and  the relative risk associated with each. Water lines require 
blue tracer wire and different burial depths at different elevations for freeze pro-
tection. Gas lines require metallic tracer wire or metallic tape so they can be lo-
cated and marked during future development.  

Underground utilities are not required to be separated in a common trench. Recommended separation 
distances are 12” from water to sewer lines and 12” from gas lines to electrical conductors.  
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Gas lines : 12” minimum, 
18” when subject to physi-
cal damage, 8” for individu-
al  lines to lights, grills, etc.  

A 14 awg tracer wire or 
metallic tape shall be in-
stalled with all non-metallic 
gas lines. If less than 12” 
piping shall be in conduit or 
bridged (shielded). (2019 
UPC 1210.1.1) 

Water lines: 12” minimum 
depth; (36” min above 
4000’ elevation). 

A 14 awg blue tracer wire 
or blue tracer tape suitable 
for direct burial shall be 
installed with all non-
metallic water lines. (2019 
UPC 609.1 and 604.10.1) 

SEWER 

Sewer Line: 12” mini-
mum depth 

GAS 

Grade 

Electrical conduit and conductor coverage requirements vary based on wiring method and  
location. Please see the opposite side of the handout for electrical coverage requirements. 
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